
Like Father Like Son 

 
On Sunday June 6th, I received a message from Dashovuz (a city in northern Turkmenistan, where I lived 

before I emigrated) saying that representatives of the Dashovuz Regional Department of the Ministry of 
National Security (MNS) had been to several schools and were trying to find out where, when and with 

whom my sons studied. 

 
As far as I was able to understand, this “operation” of the Turkmen secret police began on June 5th.  The 

day before, June 4th, I gave a presentation in Washington, DC at the office of the National Endowment 
for Democracy.  My presentation, “From Turkmenbashi to Present-Day Turkmenistan,” focused on the 

political situation in the country and described the clan-style method of governance of Turkmenistan (the 
complete report will be published in the near future). 

 

On Sunday, I was unable to call my mother—Khalida Izbastinova—who lives in Dashovuz.  On Monday I 
was able to reach her, and she was very upset, confirming the information about the interest of the 

security police in her grandsons, that is, in my sons. 
 

She said that representatives of the MNS went to the principal of the former Russian-language school in 

Dashovuz and searched for information on “Tukhbatullins who were born in 1985 and 1987.”  They were 
interested in who studied with, was friends with, and was acquainted with my sons, and who taught 

them. 
 

At the present time, both of my sons—Ruslan (born in 1985) and Eldar (born in 1987)—have refugee 
status and live together with me in Vienna, Austria.  They are both students at Vienna University. 

 

My sons help me with my human rights and dissident work.  With their support, satirical cartoons were 
created about the Turkmen leadership, which were posted on 

www.youtube.com/user/TurkmenDissidentTV. Ruslan also manages the forum (http://chrono-
tm.2x2forum.com/), which was created on our site, “Chronicles of Turkmenistan.” 

 

It is difficult for me to judge the reason for this activity by the secret police in relation to members of my 
family—is it my work, or already the work of Ruslan and Eldar.  But, judging everything, the system of 

collective punishment, which was created by President Niyazov, has been preserved. 
 

What has happened in the past days is not surprising to me.  The secret police try to find “their way” 

with each person who actively speaks about the real transformation in Turkmenistan.  Unfortunately, this 
leads them to judge a circle of Turkmen activists, including those who live outside of the country. 

 
On the backdrop of this work of the MNS, I am deeply disturbed that many of the former friends, 

classmates and teachers of my sons may suffer; these are people who have not had any contact with 
them for ten years and, in all likelihood, know nothing about their work. 

 

I am afraid for my mother, for my brother and for his family.  They all live in Turkmenistan. And, even 
though my sons live in Vienna, Austria, I am worried about their safety. 

 
I have been doing civil society (environmental and human rights) and dissident (journalist and satire) 

work for almost twenty years.  Under Niyazov, in 2002-2003, I was imprisoned, and because of that, my 

brother lost his job.  But they did not touch my children. 
 

I would like to ask you all for your help, and not on behalf of myself or my sons.  I appeal to politicians, 
representatives of international organizations, journalists, civil society activists, and business people to 

consider the facts of this concrete example of how the authorities in Turkmenistan understand the 



concept of human rights.  There are hundreds of examples like this in Turkmenistan, but very few people 

who go through this ordeal are willing or able to talk about it openly. 
 

Therefore, I ask everyone to tirelessly raise the issue of human rights in Turkmenistan before Turkmen 
bureaucrats, to push for a positive reaction from the Turkmen leadership to fair criticism from human 

rights organizations, to prepare appeals and gather signatures in defense of all the citizens of my 

homeland. 
 

Turkmenistan is an undemocratic country, and we do not have many methods to influence the Turkmen 
authorities other than to ask for the comprehensive support of the international community. 

 
Sincerely, 

Farid Tukhbatullin 

June 8, 2010 
 

 
 

 

   


